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LET‘S GO FISHING 


BUT FIRST CALL AT 


CROMB & MERRITT LTD 


“THE TACKLE SPECIALISTS” 
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/A\ word) fron your Presicient 


This year of 1976 could bring changes 
with a bearing on our salmon fishery. 
A new Government and the formation 

of a National Executive of 


Acclimatisation Societies. 


Your Association has been making 
representation to Government to have 
the Fish Pass Regulations updated, a. 
President Evan L. Tinker. 
which would include installation of 

fish screens on new as well as 

established water take-off points, and laying down responsibility for 
regular inspection of same. The Hon. Colin Moyle, Minister of 
Agriculture & Fisheries in the last Government, assured us on many 
occasions during the last three years that legislation would be 
enacted, yet in spite of our constant reminders nothing was forth- 


coming. We now have the Hon. Duncan McIntyre, as the Minister so we 


will again press our case. 


The National Executive of Acclimatisation Societies scheme received 
approval from a majority of South and North Island Societies. This 
move, among others, is to reduce the number of Societies to seven in 
each Island, our main salmon rivers lying in two districts, namely, 
North Canterbury Society and the combined Ashburton, South Canterbury, 


and Waitaki Valley Society. 
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Our thanks are due to the convenors Linton Johnston and Eric Richards 
and to the many members who worked so hard, in co-operation with the 
North Canterbury Acclimatisation Society, on Saturday and Sunday 6th 
, 7th December, to make the stream improvement project on the 

Waimakariri River such a success. We are grateful to Neil Isaac for 


the use of machinery on this project, without which our efforts would 
not have been achieved. It is in this field of improving our salmon 
spawning areas that our members can help themselves, at the same time 


having a pleasant day in company of others with a similar interest. 


You will have noticed in our last issue that a new fishing reel would 
be presented to the member who joins up the most new members during 
the period lst October 1975 to 28 February 1976. Have you joined up 
any? In this issue there are details of a further competition, so 
make an effort to join up as many new members as possible and so 


qualify as winner of the next prize. 


Congratulations to Idris Kelly and Stephen Sparrow, ex members of 
our Executive, who were re-elected to Council of the North Canterbury 
Acclimatisation Society. Both these men have worked hard in the 
interests of all anglers, and it is pleasing to have them back on 
Council for at least another four years. Stephen was re-elected 
Chairman of the Fish Committee, this surely shows the confidence 


the Council have in his ability. 


With steady runs of salmon in our rivers already it looks like a 


good season, so I wish you all good health and limit bags. 


Rotating Fish Screens 


An example of a rotating fish screen as installed in an Irrigation scheme 
on the Rakaia River. 


Top - A close up view of the rotating screen. 


Below - The by-pass pond which is slow moving, allowing the salmon parr 
and trout to return to the river. 


LAND YOUR SALMON 
on reliable tackle from 


Sackaell 


OF KAIAPO! 


Inspect our Good Selection of Popular 
Rods and Reels for all Fishermen 


FLY THREADLINE SURF 
FISHING FISHING FISHING 
LURE SALMOR BOYS’ 
FISHING FISHING FISHING 


FISHING TACKLE 


Fishing Lines — Nylons — Tackle Boxes, - 
Anglers Gumboots — Landing Nets — Baits, 
Spinners, Dry Flies — Spoons — Ticers 


Hooks and all Fishing Accessories. 


FISHING NETS 

Ready-made for Herrings, 

Flounder, Moki, Butterfish and Crayfish; 
also Cod and Herring Lines and 
Polyethylene Crawler Raft Lines. 

WE ISSUE ALL FISHING LICENCES 


J a | FREE TIDE CHART AVAILABLE 
huckwells’ 


Fishing Specialists of Kaiapoi for 100 Years LATE NIGHT- FRIDAYS 


The Ballad of “Wit” Dolan 


We hit the gorge in darkness with the river running high, 
And I saw him cross the grass towards our light, 
His dog sat down beside him and "Wif" offered us his hand 


So we set it up and yarned into the night. 


And he told us where the salmon lay and what the catches were 
what gear to use and how to judge the run 
And others stopped to listen and tell old "Wif" the news, 


"....that Des caught three and Roger he had one. 


Then as the fire burned brighter and the crowd brewed up a drink, 
Wif told us of the days when fish were big 
When times were hard and how he'd fenced in dirt that grew from rock, 


And the boss he said .."was just a bloody pig". 


And we listened as he told us how he'd run a spread or two, 
When the droughts and rains and snow falls made it hell, 
Round Mt Somers and Ashburton and then up Methven way 


And he knew the old Rakaia river well. 


And as the darkness deepened and the fire light flickered bright 
He paused a spell and wore a twisted smile 
"I'll tell you all a story that will split you open wide, 


So we leaned a little closer all the while. 


AMBASSADEUR 


CASTING REELS 
THE FINEST IN THE WORLD 


AMBASSADEUR 7000 


The craftsmanship that goes into every Ambassadeur reel is readily visible in its 
brilliant design and construction, which embodies more than half a century’s 
experience plus ABU'’s insistent demand for precision. 

The AMBASSADEUR 6000 and 7000 have distinctive features that made them the 
finest baitcasting reels in the world. Two sets of brakes — a centrifugal brake that 
controls the speed of the spool during a cast, plus a mechanical brake for perfect 
backlash control. Completely free spool! with convenient thumb control; the spool 
re-engages automatically on retrieve, and the powerful star drag comes into play. 

Both reels come complete with saddle leather case, plus tools, spare parts and oil. 

The AMBASSADEUR 9000 and 10000C are the salmon, surf, and light game reels 
of the family. They both feature automatic change 2-speed retrieve,4%to1,and 2% 
to 1 ratio. The reel mechanism and spindle bearings are encased in sealed unit end 
plates, this being only one of the many unique features of these famous reels. 

Come complete with chamois carrying case. 


See the Ambassadeur range at your salmon tackle specialist now. Remember that 
to complete the outfit you need a Ki! well rod and Striker monofilament! 


Distributed by Kelly (Rotorua) Ltd., Box 1441, Rotorua. South Island Office: 
P.O. Box 21-064, Christchurch. 


"I was fishing down Pendarves, had a line out in the surf, 
When I hooks into this shark - a bloody beaut. 
A seven footer what a fight. I struggled there for hours 


But I got him in and chucked him in the "ute". 


So I ran it up to Methven and the locals had a look, 
At this giant shark that hadn't got away, 
And when they'd had an eyeful I heaved it in the creek 


You know the place just down Lows Cutting way. 


And you know I picked the paper up a week just after that, 
And I laughed so much I had to hold my side, 
It said a bloke had caught a shark just down below the town 


And thirty miles above the surf and tide." 


The fire had burned to nothing and old "Wif" laid down his cup 
"Well George he said its time tohit the sack 
The river's clearing quickly and tomorrow will be fine", 


And we watched the dog and "Wif" go down the track. 


So early in the morning out I went to have a look, 
And I spied our angler ready for a spin, 
I said "But "Wif" that lines like rope". But "Wif" he only grinned 


And from the bridge he cast his "ticer" in. 


And would you all believe it from the bridge a mile high 


With a weight that must have been a half a ton 


He fished and talked and wandered round and suddenly he yelled... 


"By cripes look here I think I'm into one", 


And then the panic started for despite the heavy line 
The fourteen pounder proved a heavy load, 
So old Bill fishing on the bank, he cast his line across, 


And between them both they got it on the road. 


And they came and gazed in wonder for they'd never seen the like, 
And they said it as they slapped "Wif" on the back, 
But the story spread and travelled to Waitaki in the mouth, 


And they even heard it up the old Waimak. 


And now though "Wifs" retired, and I think he's earned a spell 
He grows the veges on the Snowden run 
His silver beet grows up like flax, the pumpkins fill a dray, 


He's always there when salmon start to run. 


When Easter came in '75 the crowd they came again 
And the winchmen gathered talking on the banks, 
And then the idea hit them as the river flowed serene, 


And they clubbed in for a "ticker" and their thanks! 


And the story hit the papers of the "Mayor" up at the gorge, 
It told about the caravan and fridge, 


And the guys like me who read it said "Yeah I know old "Wif" 


eee 


He's the bloke who always fishes off the bridge......! 
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Whither the Salmon Fishery ? 


New Zealand has a comparatively small population of salmon unique to 


the southern hemisphere. After a great deal of Government effort, and 
then almost by accident, the stocks were established as a potential 


commercial resource. 


Now, the fish are exploited by only a relatively few sports anglers. 
With the ever increasing demands for fresh water for irrigation and 
hydro-electric power and the inevitable reduction in water available 
for fish it is Tee whether the improvement or even the 
preservation of the fishery can be justified without some tangible 


return for the necessary effort and expense. 


Developments on the Pacific coast of North America suggest that it 
would be practicable to enhance our fishery, but to do so would require 


some positive large-scale effort and a change in local attitudes. 


Over the years the salmon of the north Pacific have been subject to 
very heavy Fishing by commercial and amateur fishermen with some 
consequent reduction in stocks. However, far more harm has been 
done to the populations by the denial of spawning waters to adult 


migrants, either by physical damming of rivers or by the creation of 


"pollution barriers" in them. 


MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR 
British Colombia, Washington and Oregon are now all engaged in very 


extensive multi-million-dollar programmes of pollution abatement and 
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AFTER THE BIG ‘UNS! 


Then call on us now we have a shop-full 
of the type of tackle to make them take! 


To fishermen everywhere we 
offer our best wishes for an 
exciting and successful fishing 
season. We sincerely hope that 
you get in among the big fellas 
and to help you do this we 
suggest that you call and select 
your spinners and flies from our 
prize collection. Flies are one of 
our specialties ... we are proud 
to employ one of the best fly 
tying specialists in the world. 
From flies to spinning lures we 
have a tremendous selection . . . 
all top quality ... tried and 
proven, so call now and complete 
your gear. 


WHEN YOU GET HIM ——s 
ON—YOU NEED GENTLE GEAR TO HOLD; 
HIM—GENTLE BUT STRONG 


Yes... once you've got him on there’s still the matter 

of getting him out, consequently a strong but supple 

rod matched with light strong line is a must. There is 

no substitute for quality and we heartily recommend le 
that you call now and let us show you our excellent rd 
range of quality rods and lines to suit every pocket. . 
Salmon rods, threadline and fly rods, also quality reels 

to match. Whatever you require, call now, it will be 

our pleasure to be of service to you. 


SPORTS CENTRE 


91 CASHEL STREET, PHONE 40-696. 


hatchery development designed to enhance their salmon runs. 


In each case there is a conviction that the north Pacific ocean will 
sustain very many more adult fish than at present and that the numbers 
which therefore return for harvest can be correspondingly augmented. 
According to one scientist at the recent Pacific Science Congress in 


Vancouver, "salmon collect diffuse energy at sea, concentrate it 


and bring it back as one convenient package to a point where it can be 
easily harvested". In these days of escalating fuel prices any system 
which reduces the effort required to capture our food has obvious 


advantages. 


The north American situation differs from New Zealand's in that their 
rivers are large and long. More importantly there is already a very 
valuable fishery which it pays to preserve and if possible improve. 

It is in this context that the salmon enhancement programmes are being 
developed. Thus, more hatcheries are being built and existing ones 
are being expanded both on well-established naturally productive 
rivers and on tise which, for one reason or another, can no longer 


support their previous populations. 


EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD 
in British Columbia there are 18 federal hatcheries concerned with 
salmon production. Two of the newer ones are at Quinsam and Capilano. 
The former, on Vancouver Island, was completed in 1974 and has a 
design output of 5 million Chinook (Quinnat) salmon smolts. The 


Capilano hatchery close to Vancouver City has been operational 
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since 1971 and in the last two years the recoveries of returning 
adults have been exceptionally good (about 30% of smolts released 
compared with a natural return of about 3%. Qualicum River is of 
particular interest in that it is only about 11 km long and has a 
limited capacity, but the proper management of its spawning channel, 
where 40,000 adult Chum salmon spawn each year, plus the development 
of hatchery facilities, has, over the past 16 years, boosted the 
total return from about 98,000 to almost 500,000 adults. Of these 


about half are taken by commercial fisheries. 


On the Columbia River, separating Washington and Oregon, there are 


21 hatcheries for various species of salmon and trout. One of the 


~ 


biggest is at Spring Creek 268 km from the sea. This has only recently 


been completed at a cost of uS$8.9 million, and has a design capacity 
of 38.5 million Chinook and 1 million Coho salmon ova. It was built 
to compensate for the loss of spawning waters in the upper Columbia 
River closed off by the John Day dam. 


FISH PASS 
The 12 m Bonneville hydro dam 35 km below Spring Creek has a well- 


designed and effective fish pass and though there are losses of 
seaward migrating smolts through the turbines, these are relatively 
small and will be more than compensated for by the increased hatchery 
outputs. Alongside the dam the hatchery is being expanded to give 
an output of about 20 million smolts, though even at present the 


returns of adults amount to 20,000 Chinook and 9,000 Coho salmon. 


In fact, at several of the established hatcheries the numbers of 


returns well exceed the number required for stripping, despite 
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Members of the Salmon Anglers Association participating in the 
spawning stream improvement project November last year in a 
Waimakariri tributary 


increasingly intense commercial and recreational fishing. In this 
context, it is of interest that the commercial trollers and amateur 
fishermen fish virtually side by side off the British Columbia 
coast and there appears to be more than enough fish for both. 
Leaving aside sea fishing for salmon, which is the subject of some 
controversy in New Zealand there are still several pertinent 
questions. Can we increase our salmon stocks? Can we send them 
to sea and harvest them on their return? Can we produce enough 
to satisfy the angler and the commercial operator? 

MORE SALMON 
Observations to date suggest that New Zealand's off-shore waters will 
support many more salmon than at present. The biggest single factor 
against expansion of our stocks is the lack of spawning and holding 
waters for young fish, a conequende of the shortness and instability 
of our South Island rivers. 
Indeed it seems that our production of salmon have declined because 
of the cutting off of previously suitable waters by hydro dams (with- 
out fish passes) and the denial of access to some up-river sites by 


reduced flows following draw-off for irrigation. 


The Canadian and American experience shows that with a better under- 
standing of the requirements of the fish and consequent improvement 
in hatchery design, stocks can be increased. Thus there is every 

reason to suppose that with the establishment of a suitable hatchery 
or hatcheries. New Zealand salmon stocks could be augmented. Their 
range might also be extended by introducing smolts to rivers that 

cannot otherwise support an adult run. But, as asked at the outset, 
can we justify the considerable investment that would ba involved, 


without some tangible economic return? 


*Reprinted by kind permission of Catch '75, November Issue. 
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WAIAU RIVER - ENVIRONMENTAL 


IMPACT REPORT CORRESPONDENCE 


7 November 1975 | 


| Mr A.W. Crowe, 


Secretary, 


New Zealand Salmon Anglers Association Inc. 
Dear Mr Crowe, 
I am pleased to inform you that on my recommendation, Cabinet, at the 
meeting of 28 October, directed that an environmental impact report be 
prepared on the proposed Waiau Plains Irrigation Scheme. 
A report, based on the impact assessment already prepared by the Minister 

| 
of Works and Development, has now been completed and copies of the 
report are available from the Commissioner of Works, Ministry of Works 
and Development, Christchurch. However, because of your Association's 
interest in the proposed scheme, I am enclosing a copy for your 
consideration. Submissions are welcomed and should be sent to the 
Commissioner for the Environment, Box 12-042, Wellington North, by 
12 December. The Commissioner will then carry out an appraisal of 
the scheme and publish his findings as an audit. The audit is expected 


to be completed by mid-February 1976. 


For your information I am enclosing a copy of a press statement I 


issued on this subject on 6 November. 


Yours sincerely, 


T.W.M. Tirikatene-Sullivan (Mrs) Minister for the Environment. Atts. j7 


Fresh Water 
PISA farming Regulations 


Correspondence on draft amendments affecting the Salmon Fishery. 


17 September 1975 
Director, 
Fisheries Management Division, 


Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries. 
Dear Sir, 
FRESHWATER FISH FARMING REGULATIONS: AMENDMENT NO.2 REF. 36/4/18. 


DATED 27 AUGUST 1975: 


We thank you for forwarding a copy of the draft amendments to the 
principal regulations as above and would accept we are in general 


agreement, with the following exceptions: 


a. There is no provision for safeguards to the present wild stock 
emanating from natural spawning areas. 


b. In all discussions, emphasis on commercial hatcheries has been 
in upstream sitings, likewise the harvesting site has always 
been assumed to be at the same place. This should be clearly 


stated in the main regulations. 


c. The Ministry has always maintained that this commercial 
development would be secondary to the sports fishing; we would 
request a statement to this effect be embodied in the main 


Regulations. 


d. Salmon to be fully considered in line with any discussion to be 
taken by the New Zealand Government at the Law of the Sea 
Conference; and to influence such conference/or conferences to 
ensure protection is given at sea and at the river mouths to 


ensure successive and successful salmon runs in all our rivers. 


e. A percentage of all fish released must be marked to allow proper 
monitoring for determining release/catch ratio, by the appropriate 
Department. 
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Fishing Rods 
available 
now at all 
leading 
sports 
retailers 


ae 
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A DIVISION OF GOLLIN SPORTS 
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FISH Regulations 


CORRES PONDENCE 
29 October 1975 
Mr A. Crowe 


Hon Secretary 
New Zealand Salmon Anglers Association 


Dear Mr Crowe, 


I refer to your letter of October 9 regarding proposed amendments 
to the Fish Pass Regulations 1947 and water abstraction. 
Regrettably, owing to the pressure of other priorities it has not 
yet been possible to have the Fish Pass Regulations amended. 
Regarding the appointment of additional staff to advise on water 
abstraction and residual flows, the Ministry assigned extra staff 
to work on freshwater fisheries problems in the South Island in 
1974; but since then, apparently the range of work has also 
increased in this field. In the current economic situation a 
further increase in staff cannot be justified. However, the 
Ministry will continue to support measures to protect freshwater 
fish sotcks whenever their habitat is threatened by any construction 
works on rivers, including the diversion of water for irrigation 
purposes. 


Yours sincerely, 


Colin J. Moyle 
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries. 


FISH PASS REGULATIONS - YOUR ASSOCIATION'S REPLY 


20 November 1975 


Hon. C.J. Moyle, 
Minister of Agriculture & Fisheries. 


Dear Mr Moyle, 


FISH PASS REGULATIONS 


Thank you for your letter of 29 October regarding the above matter. 
My Committee has instructed me to advise you of their disappointment 
in the lack of positive action in updating the Fish Pass Regulations. 
As you will see from the attached copies of letters: 


dated 16 October 1972 
26th February 1973 26th August 1974 


20 5th June 1974 29th October 1975 


that while your Department agrees with our contentions, we are no 

closer to a revision of the Regulations than we were in 1972. It is 

of little use being entreated (as we are) by the Minister of Environment 
to "Come Alive" - Try Fishing - when unless urgency is given to the 
protection of our fingerling trout and salmon - through the compulsory 
installation of Fish Screens and Fish Passes - the fishing potential 


of our rivers will be even more depleted. 


to further illustrate our point, we quote from the Wilberforce River 
Diversion into Lake Coleridge Environmental Impact Report 1975 - 
Page 18 - Paragraph (111) "An environmental safeguard that could be 
incorporated in the future is a fish screen on the canal to maintain 
the present fish access conditions. The additional expense cannot 
be justified until full surveys have been made of fish movements in 
the area". In view of our past correspondence, you will, we feel, 


agree that such thinking is quite astouding. 


From past performances we know that unless fish screens are installed 
at the time of construction, there is little likelihood of anything 


being done in the future. 


Social & Film Evening - March 15th 


Your committee has booked the Hagley Hall for March 15th, 


starting time 7.30. Bring a plate and a friend. 


Guest Speaker. 


Mathew Hall. 


Mathew will tell of his experiences in the U.S.A. 
with Salmon fishing during a recent visit. 


Stop Press 


The following telegram was sent to the DIRECTOR GENERAL 


of the MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE & FISHERIES by the N.Z. 


Salmon Anglers' Association on January 19th 1976. 


THIS ASSOCIATION WILL OPPOSE BY ALL MEANS AT ITS DISPOSAL 
THE TAKING OF ANY SALMON FROM ANY RIVER BY YOUR DEPART- 
MENT, WATTIES OR I.C.I. UNTIL THE SAFEGUARDS SOUGHT BY 
THIS ASSOCITAION THROUGH THE NEW REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN 
SATISFACTORILY REPLIED TO BY YOUR DEPARTMENT. 


Salmon Pie 


Drain liquid from a jar of salmon and put salmon into a casserole dish 
of at least 9 inches across. 

Drain one 16 ozs. can of green peas and empty evenly over salmon. 

Make a white sauce, approx. one cup and pour evenly over peas and salmon. 
Top this with about two cups boiled mashed potatoes, grate a little 
cheese over top, cover casserole with its lid or tin-foil, place in 

oven, preheated to about 300°F, and cook for half an hour. 


Serve with sprig parsley and rings of boiled eggs. 


For variation: 
A can of whole kernel corn (drained) may be added with peas. A little 


curry powder or nutmeg may be added to the white sauce. 
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A few Ihings to consider 


One frequently hears the statement "I have been chasing these salmon 


for five years now and have yet to catch my first". Or maybe you are 
a newcomer to the sport and blissfully oblivious to it. Either way 


you have my full sympathy as I know how frustrating it must be. 


Although I do not in any way profess to be in an anywhere near the 
the expert class, over the years I have caught many salmon and many 
limit bags. In fact, one year the tally involved one hundred and 
four fish for the season. Sure, it could be good fortune or just 
good luck, but I think not, just a little extra knowledge that has 


paid off. 


First of all, make sure you have good gear. It doesn't have to be the 
most expensive. Just because it has a high price tag it is not 
necessarily going to guarantee you one on the bank. Watch your rod 
rings for any that have become deeply grooved or plating peeled as 
these can ruin a nylon line very quickly, often causing it to snap at 
a crucial moment. Replace them or carefully file them out with a 
chainsaw blade file, as I sometimes do, to make them last a little 
longer. Keep plenty of varnish on your ring bindings as these fray 
after time. I put a round of the new cellotape type insulator tape 


on them to stop this. The bright red colour looks good too. 


Look after your reel. Keep the oil and grease up to it. Clean it 
or at least give it a wash under warm water to remove the grit and 


sand after a Nor-wester or day in the salt air at the river mouth. 23 


It will last a lot longer. 

I find 150 yard line capacity of 19 lbs quite ample. 

When you are fishing the river mouths, and that is a bit ofa 

chuck and chance affair, except when a run is on, watch the water 
closely both in the river and where the breakers curl for signs of 
fish. Generally where a fish shows itself there will be others. 

Cast your line ahead and beyond the fish with enough distance to 

allow the spinner to sink to the depth the fish will be at. Take into 
consideration when one does surface that it is not the position he will 
be in when he returns to the bottom. This will be at least three fish 
lengths upstream from the surface position it appeared at, as when it 
surfaces the current carries it downstream as it comes up and the 


reverse applies when it goes down. 


The fish, for some reason, run in a channel and this could be only a 
couple of rod lengths from the shore, and when this is the case, a 
lot of time can be wasted in casting right across to the opposite 
shore and retrieving the line all the way back again. You may not 


be actually fishing until the line is in the channel. 


You can return many times to the river mouths and come away empty 
handed but it is, without doubt, the best area to fish. The quality 
of a fresh run fish, both in fighting capacity and eating, smoked or 
otherwise, is unsurpassed by up-river fish. 

Watch for shoals of Kawhai, often there are salmon 

amongst, or on the outside of these and a cast or two is sometimes 


productive. If there is a run of salmon on, and you have caught one, 
24 . 


PEACOCK SPRINGS 
WILDLIFE PARK 


REGISTERED CLASS B ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN 
HAREWOOD CHRISTCHURCH 


‘The development of our wildlife park and trout 
display areas continues. We are increasing our stocks 
of wildlife and water fowl and we expect to have open 
days for the public in the not too distant future. 


AWARDS 

1971 New Zealand Association of Landscape Designers 

For outstanding contribution to the New Zealand Landscape 
and in recognition of the enlightened approach towards the 
restoration of Industrial Quarries. 

1974 New Zealand Nature Conservation Council 

For imaginative restoration of Wasteland and establishment of 
flora and fauna under conditions promoting professional 
research and public education. 


This advertisement is sponsored by 
THE ISAAC CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD. ROAD BUILDERS 
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note precisely where you hooked it and keep working that particular 
area, as the chances of picking up a couple more are, without doubt, 


pretty good. Remember to watch the depth of your spinner. 


Try the area where the water is slack on the current meeting 
breaker edge especially where the waves sneak up the side of the 
river. There is often fish milling around here and they are ready 
takers. Or on the first bend producing an eddy or backwater from 
the mouth. There will be fish here too. If there is a big run on 
and you have been successful, note the time and tide and return the 
following day, you could be into it again. When the fishing is 


crowded and somebody has landed a fish and is ardently struggling 


to remove the hook and return to his position as quickly as possible 
to catch another, do not, on any account whatsoever, race in and fill 
it for him. There is nothing more unsportsman-like than to do this 


and promotes a lot of disaster and ill-feeling amongst us. 


When fishing up-river, sada your water properly and I am certain 
this pays dividends. Look for quiet, deep spots on the edges of 
fast currents. This is where the fish will be. Fish at the right 
depth. As close as possible to the bottom and just on the riffle. 
It is only experience that will tell you where this is, by the feel 
of the line and reading the surface swirls of current movements. 
Here are three points which I consider are of paramount importance 
and the practicing of them, I am sure, have returned me many salmon. 
These apply whether fishing up-river or at the mouths of our salmon 


rivers. 
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Firstly, let your spinner, ticer, or spoon and lead down on the 

water with as little a splash as possible. The more the splash, 

the harder it is thumping into the water. Ever stood on a bridge 

and thrown even a small stone at a fish lying in the water below 

to see it race off? Splash control can be achieved very simply 

by fingering the line as it is shooting from the reel and 

controlling its flight just at the right moment. To guide its 

fall onto the surface is quite easy with practice, even in a high 
wind. 

Secondly, it is imperative that you continually inspect and keep your 
hooks needle sharp. A small file will help you here. Make sure your 
hooks are hanging far enough back from your lure. This should be such 
that if a fish has it just on his outer jaw bone, the hooks should be 
well into its mouth in readiness for the strike movement. Select 
hooks of the thinner wire type as these will bend or straighten easier 


and you won't lose half as much gear pulling off snags. 


Thirdly, I cannot explain the feeling of a take, yet I know it so well, 
but any hesitation impeding the retrieval of line could be one. So 
strike. Don't power into it! Strike slowly till you feel a solid 
resistance, then lay into it, otherwise you will pull the lure out of 
the fish's mouth and fail to get a grip. It is hard enough to get in 
there, without pulling it back out again. Ever heard of the saying, 

"I had him on but lost him". It is always a good plan, after the 

fish is hooked, to strike again at least twice. This makes certain 


of the hooks hold in the bony jaw and will secure your chances of 
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getting it onto the bank, a lot more. 


If there are fish about and you can see movement of fish or surface 
porpoising but can't catch one, rest the pool for at least half an 
hour. I know this is hard to do, particularly when you aren't alone 
on a pool, but you will find it pays dividends. Many times I have 
approached a crowded hole, retired gracefully, and sneaked back when 
they have all given up in despair and been into a fish first cast. 
When water conditions are "gin-clear" fine down your gear and watch 
your movements. Be stealthy. Don't rattle the stones. Don't wear 
bright clothing, put on something drab and not bi-coloured. You'll 
catch just as many fish. I have had some of my best results when 
conditions are like this. 

Unless fish movement is sighted in very fast water, do not bother 
with these areas. Stick to the bits you know and spor going back. 
This is where the fish will be every time. Unless the streams 
change with a flood or currents alter lies causing the fish to 
select different ones, the same holding positions will remain 
productive for the duration of the run. Catching times can be 
throughout the day and I can relate good success from dawn to 

dusk on many occasions. There doesn't seem to be one period that 


is more productive than another. 


BOWATER TAXIDERMY 
Phone: 487-777, Christchurch. 


If you would like to have a fish or game bird mounted 
do not gut the specimen and freeze in plastic bag as 
soon as possible. ; 


T.J. RAIT 


FRIENDLY CHARGES GUARANTEED 
EXAMPLE - 20 Ib SALMON - $25.00 


We can help you make your outdoor 
living more enjoyable 


* FISHING GEAR 


A big selection of quality fishing 
gear by well known manufacturers. 


Rods 

A excellent range of Salmon rods, 
Surf rods, or Fly rods from such well 
known names such as Daiwa, Killwell 
and Roddy. 


Reels 

We have the type and size of reel for 
your every need. Mitchell, Shimano, 
Diawa, Ambassador and Martin are 
just a few of the brands of Fly reels, 
spinning reels and baitcasters we 
stock, 


* PARKERCRAFT 


A full range of mini-care, anti-corro- 
sive, Parkercraft dinghys. Lightweight 
yet unsinkable, Parkercraft dinghys 
last a lifetime. 


* CAMPING AND 
OUTDOOR LIVING 


Tents 
A large selection of tents from family 
size canvas tents to nylon hikers tents. 


Deck chairs and lounges 


Many different models to choose from. 


Collapsible tubular frame with kuralon 


covers. Collapsible stools also available. 


Tables 
Metal or wooden tops. Round or 
square. 


Beds 
Many different bunks and beds of 
folding tubular design. Sleeping bags. 


Barbecues 

Charcoal or gas barbecues. Gas or 
Methylated spirits cookers. Tilley 
lamps. 


ALL AVAILABLE ON OUR EASY TERMS 


McKILLOP’S 
SPORTS SUPPLIES LTD. 


WE INVITE 


YOU TO 


INSPECT OUR RANGE 
OF NEW SEASONS GOODS 


Specialists in Fishing Tackle 
and all Sports Goods 
Open Saturday 9a.m.-9p.m. 
3 SEAVIEW ROAD (By the Clock Tower) 

NEW BRIGHTON 


